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#1. Block, Plot and Urban Structure
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Block



Figure and Ground

• Nolli plan
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Rome Insadong, Seoul



5

Plot and Building form



Seoul

La Ville Radieuse, Le Corbusier, Paris, 1925
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Block







Jane Jacobs, 1961, The Death and Life of Great American Cities

Urban Block Pattern - Excellence of Small Blocks

To increase liveliness and penetration, visual appeal and discrimination, small blocks are more advantageous than large block

The conditions for city diversity
The need for small blocks
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'A Pattern Language' by Christopher Alexander - #106 Positive Outdoor Space 

Christopher Alexander
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City block pattern

• Barnett, J., 1982, An Introduction to Urban Design

• The layout and composition of the city block 
determines the type of movement and sets the direction 
of future development.

• The block pattern opens up several possibilities while 
forming a public space network.

• At the same time, applying some basic building types 
and rules for physical variables can provide a 'good' 
urban form that gives a sense of unity.

• That is, it is like designing an entire city without 
designing individual buildings.
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Urban Block Pattern - Regional Context

• The size of the block can be determined by local 
context

• If you develop an area where the spatial context has 
already been formed, or where the industry and the 
factory have escaped, set the block size from the 
viewpoint of reproduction

• In other words, by using the existing urban 
organization and the spatial pattern inherited from the 
past, we can reintegrate the isolated pieces and 
introduce a new connection linking the new 
development and the existing spatial context



14

Traditional urban space: the way that 
buildings compose urban blocks and 
urban blocks define external spaces

Modern Urban Space: Buildings in the 
Space

Parma:
Buildings constitute urban blocks that 
define the landscape and the square as 
successive cubes, and these blocks form 
a grid of small scale
Buildings are generally low and similar in 
height, and exceptionally religious 
buildings or public buildings are high 
buildings,

Saint-Die
Loose road network with 'I alone-shaped 
building' which is independent in the 
urban space
It is usually composed of super blocks 
with a size of 2 ~ 3km.



• Traditional urban structure • modern urban structure
- Traditional urban structure has 

weakness in environment and 
sanitation

- So, to supply enough landscape and 
open space is more important than 
the restoration of social community

Place making vs. Object making

Traditional cities vs. Modern Urban Structure
Patterns of traditional horizontal and block (furniture)
Modernist attitudes: Urban living conditions deteriorate in terms of environmental hygiene - the 
provision and expansion of natural factors rather than the recovery of socio-cultural communities
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#2. Architectural / Urban Structures 
and Urban Spatial Structures
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피렌체 벨기에
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road

1

1.5

Songdo G tower

Hongkong shanghai bank
Design Norman Foster

Lloyd’s building
Design Richard Rogers

Gherkin tower / 30 st. mary axe
Design Norman Foster
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The emergence of a solitary building

• The existing continuous horizontal building which defines the shape of the 
space surrounding the landscape and the square changed into a single, 
independent building in the urban space

• Aim of modernist design

• Rather than making the outline of the space clear to the building, it makes 
the space freely flow around the building

• It is thought that doing so creates a healthy living condition, makes the 
environment more beautiful, and is convenient for accommodating 
automobile traffic.

• 'I alone-type buildings' are more common because commercial interests 
of investors and development companies making commercial buildings 
are built up.



A critique of a solitary building

Von Meiss, 1990, “Elements of Architecture: from form to place”

• The big problem of the city in the 20th century is the proliferation of objects and the neglect of 
urban organization.

• When too many buildings are regarded as the value system of our society, they raise themselves to 
be objects, irrespective of the public role or the status given to them.

• In addition, buildings that are just plain ordinary products of the currently used construction 
methods appear to be objects as if they were important facilities.

• Transik, R, 1986, Finding Lost Space: Theories of Urban Design: Van 
Nostrand Reinhold

• As we pursued the ideal of free-flowing space and pure architecture, we created a city of 
individual buildings that were not intended, but eventually separated by highways and 
separated from each other
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Material
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Color



Mapo Apartment (1962)
자료 : 대한주택공사, 주택도시 40년, 2002, pp38~39



Seoul Hangang apt
자료 : 대한주택공사, 대한주택공사 30년사, 1992, pp223
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Seoul Jamsil Apt. (1975)
자료 : 대한주택공사, 대한주택공사 30년사, 1992, pp225
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Court yard type (중정형, 가구형)
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Factor Analysis / data reduction / 변수들의 상관관계기준
KMO바틀렛검정 : 0.5이상 (문항들의 상관계수가 잘 설명되었는가?)
바틀렛구형검정 : p값 0.05미만시 적합
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