
#2 The Uniqueness of Korean 
Urban Planning and Design

Urban Design

Kwon, Young Sang

Seoul National University
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Urban Design Major



#1. Urban Design before 1980s



Buso Mountain Fortress

BaekJe Dynasty

지형과Before 7th Century

Urban Space and Topography

Baekje (Baosan Mountain)



4

Traditional urban structure of Grid pattern
Palace-Shinra Dynasty (Kyungju City)

AD 676~935 Shinra Dynasty
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聶崇義『三禮圖』의「王城圖」와戴
震의『考工記圖』의「王城圖」

『周禮』의궁성계획에따른궁궐내부구조

Traditional Asian urban structure of Grid pattern
Capital Cities



http://www.k-
heritage.tv/jnrepo/upload/jnBrdBoard/201610/86539c87b4c44028ae8c62
d1c2e033fd_1477532646449.jpg

http://thumbnail.egloos.net/600x0/http://pds14.egloos.com/pds/200901/
25/58/a0103258_497b705f41842.jpg

Uniqueness of Korean Architecture

Space or Object ?
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The spatial structure of Buddhist temples in Korea

Buseoksa temple, Youngju (676)

AD 918~1392
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Gaesung / Gaekyung (開京)

AD 918~1392

Manweoldae

http://pds23.egloos.com/pds/201110/28/34/a0053134_4ea9addf5
5d45.jpg
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Feng Shui, 풍수지리
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Old Seoul, Hanseongbu

AD 1392~1897, Joseon Dynasty

「北闕圖形」과 「京都圖」



http://img.hani.co.kr/imgdb/r
esize/2005/1219/02907345_2
0051219.JPG

https://ko.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E
B%8F%88%EC%9D%98%EB%AC
%B8

https://static.panoramio.com.storage.g
oogleapis.com/photos/large/18787040
.jpg

Wall and Gate

AD 1392~1897, Joseon Dynasty
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開京과 漢城府의 입지구조 – 권영상, 2003

Korea(Gaekyung) and Joseon(Seoul)

AD 1392~1897, Joseon Dynasty
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Seoul / Inner Territory, Outer Territory 內局과 外局

AD 1392~1897, Joseon Dynasty



14
19 漢城府와 로마의 도시형태와 지형
한성부의 지형은 수치지형도를 바탕으로 작성, 로마의 지
형은 Edmund N.Bacon, Design of Cities에서 인용

Seoul, Topography System

開京과 漢城府의 입지구조 – 권영상, 2003

AD 1392~1897, Joseon Dynasty



Yangban, Upper class, 
Andong Hahoi

AD 1392~1897, Joseon Dynasty



Spatial Structure of Korean traditional village
Andong Hahoi

AD 1392~1897, Joseon Dynasty



AD 1794~1796, Hwasung



Daehan Empire (1897~1910) 
Ducksu Palace



Gojong Emperor



The Japanese colonial period (1910~1945) 
Bukchon Hanok Village
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1.가회 31,33 도시한옥주거단지

2.삼청 35 도시한옥주거단지

3.삼선 5 도시한옥주거지

The Japanese colonial period (1910~1945) 
Bukchon Hanok Village



The Japanese colonial period (1910~1945) 
Junju Hanok Village 
The Japanese colonial period (1900~1950)



The Japanese colonial period (1910~1945) 
Port City, Jinhae
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The Japanese colonial period (1910~1945) 
Port City, Incheon, Jaemulpo
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1928 총독부 고시 78호 경성시구개수예정노선

The Japanese colonial period (1910~1945) 
Seoul’s New Plan of Japan Government

1919.6



261928 총독부 고시 78호 경성시구개수예정노선
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1951. 세종로

After 1950
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Cheonggye elevated bridge, 1969Cheonggyecheon before covering

Cheongyecheon Stream, 1968



Mapo Apartment View

Built in 1962 by the Housing Corporation under the concept of 

Tower In the park

Source: Korea National Housing Corporation, housing city 40 

years, 2002, pp38 ~ 39

Mapo Apartment, 1962



Kim, Soogeun
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Yoyuido Mastperplan, 1968

https://i.ytimg.com/vi/91R6lQGV270/maxresdefault.jpg
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citadel_of_Erbil

Sewoon Complex, 1968

Le Corbusier, Plan Voisin, 1925

Koeter Kim

OMA
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Gangnam District Development Plan, Seoul, 1973
Superblock, 600~1000m
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New Seoul Plan



34반포아파트단지 전경
자료 : 대한주택공사, 주택도시 40년, 2002, pp42~43



The Seventeenth-century Transition of Seoul’s Spatial Structure to 

Functional Pragmatism
Youngsang Kwon, Bonghee Jeon, Saehoon Kim / JAABE 2015



1903 1958

What are the impacts on a city’s street system when a planned grid is 

superimposed upon an organic urban form?
: A case study of the supergrid in Seoul’s historic city centre, South Korea

Joo, Youngha, Kwon, Youngsang / ICAPPS 2018



37

정인하, 1996. 여의도 도시계획에 관한 연구-김수근의 1969년 계획안을 중심으로, 
대한건축학회



도광훈, 2015. 근린주구 계획개념의 한국적 적용과 변용에 관한 연구, 서울대 석사
논문 (협동과정도시설계학)





#2. after 1980s
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Megaevent and City
88 Olympics
Selected as the venue for 1981, Asian Games in 1986, Olympics in 1988

Low interest rate policy, monetary expansion policy
Land price rise, liquidity influx of real estate (1983~1986 urban redevelopment)
1976/1982, Urban Redevelopment Act (~2002), 도시재개발법-도시및주거환경정비법
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Woo, Gyuseung

Olympics Village, 1985



43
Seoul Metropolitan Government Redevelopment AreaSource: Seoul 

Metropolitan Government, Urban Redevelopment Master Plan, 1978

Downtown Redevelopment
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역삼

Gangnam District
Teheran Street, 1984
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Mookyo District

City Hall

Source: Seoul Metropolitan Government, Urban
Redevelopment Project History, 2000, 720 ~ 766



<목동의 위치>
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Mokdong Newtown, 1980

Newtown in Seoul
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출처: http://cafe.naver.com/spacetour/18799

Mokdong Newtown, Seoul
Design Competition, Korea
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Dec. 29, 1987 Declaration / 2 million housing supply plan (President Roh Tae-woo 

(88 ~ 92) election pledge)
- Metropolitan New Town development for housing supply for 5 years from 

- 1983 to 1987: 1.2 million (240 thousand / year)Housing supply for five years 

- 1988 to 1992: 2 million homes (400,000 homes / year) Planned, 67% increase 

- Approximately 300,000 in 1 stage new town, Incheon yeonsu district, Daejeon Dunsan district 

- Housing penetration rate 63% (1990) -> 82% (1997)

Newtown



Bundang- Apartment Bundang – Mixed used commercial district



50

토지공사

주택공사

이매

서현

수내

정자

미금

오리

Bundang Newtown

Newtown
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http://img.hankyung.com/photo/200710/2007101778311_2007101878091.jpg

https://cdnstrgcu01.azureedge.net/events/11/92
aef14ed5914d9faf0fef45461b6e8d_0.jpg
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Paju Publishing City / Heyri Art Valley

http://img.hani.co.kr/imgdb/resize/2012
/0525/00431705501_20120525.JPG

Min, Hyunsik
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PHASE 1 PHASE 2

Paju Publishing City / Heyri Art Valley
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Paju Publishing City / Heyri Art Valley



Songdo New Town

- 1979, Basic Plan for Shared Water Reclamation
- 1997, Yushin Corporation, Daewoo E & C
- 1998, International Design Competition, OMA winner

https://www.ft.com/__origami/service/image/v2/images/raw/h

ttp://prod-upp-image-read.ft.com/38daa518-2165-11e8-

a895-1ba1f72c2c11?source=next&fit=scale-

down&quality=highest&width=800



59

Songdo New Town

Lee, Sang-Kyung, 2004. 

Reconstruction Process of Songdo New City Development Plan, Korea Urban Design Society



Songdo New Town



61

Redevelopment/Newtown/Reconstruction 재개발/뉴타운/재건축

Eunpyeong New Town

Originally, it corresponds to the new city (proceeded to the big city), 2002. Selection of the pilot district, 
2004.12 Start of construction, 2008. Start of move, 2013.6 Population 5,000
Compared to Gyeonggi-do New Town, excluding Bundang,

Large- and mid-size plans to replace Gangnam Demand -> Failure (large-scale unsold pre-sale)
Rental housing supply (40.1%) ->?



Newtown for industry
Gwangyang steel works District, 1982



Sejong City (Multi Functional Administrative City

Newtown in 21th Century

Source: Kwon, Y.(2015)

KRIHS

국토연구원
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1974, 백지계획
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What should be the city structure? 

Seoul Sejong
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Drawings



2005 2006

2007
2005
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2013, Busan Eco Delta City, MP
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Sewoon District

Urban Regeneration
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http://www.archiplan.com/project/view.asp?numid=100145&page=1&cata=B&types=01&years=20
09

Changdong-Sanggye District

Urban Regeneration
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Samsungdong MICE

Urban Regenerationi
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Urban Regeneration
Cultural Heritage, Old urban tissue

범 례

역사
문화
보존
구역

한옥보존구역

한옥권장구역

물길주변

가로변

사직로변

공공시설부지

문화시설 밀집지

자수궁공원

보존
옛길

1912년길

1936년길

옥류동천 복원

2층한옥상가

보차혼용거리조성

한옥상가

공원조성

누하동

필운대길

한옥마을

한옥마을 조성

옥류공원

공원 조성



Urban Regeneration
Jongro, Pimatgil
Is urban tissue another urban heritage?

D Tower

GrandSeoul, Sikgaekchon

D Tower SOHO
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Urban regeneration
Honeybee beehive
• Since the reorganization plan for the creation of digital cultural complex
• Newtown off
• Moving to gradual urban revitalization
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Incheon Old Port City Waterfront Regeneration

Urban regeneration
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7017 Project, Seoul Overpass, Seoul Station 

Urban Space re-design with old Urban Infra

Urban regeneration



권영상, 행정중심복합도시 도시개념국제공모에 나타난 ‘탈중심적 도시구조＇에 관한 연구, 
2009, 도시설계





Youngsang Kwon, 2015. Sejong Si(City): are TOD and TND models effective in planning Korea’s 

new capital? Cities



권영상, 2011.
우리나라 신도시 계획에서 생활권 공간구조의 변화, 국토계획


